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A (Very) Brief History

» Gambling (especially related to divination) is one of:
the oldest activities.
® Why dodice have pips and not numbers?

> Americans may.be more proneito takeirisks—
IMMmigrants, pioneers, entheprencunst..

> Bltialsora deep rooteditiaditionfefiviewingigambling
asja sin—gamblersi(especially;addicts) wereiseenias
godless, giieedy, gsliltylos

= InithelUSeamblinglisigeneralliillegalinlessiaicertain
tormihasibeentspecificallylegalized:
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Outline: Why Do We Have Such a
Hard Time Getting Awareness and

Services!?

» Problem Gambling as Public Health issue

®organic disorder;, obligation of alllgovernment to
address, heightenediwho have legalized gambling

» Role|of Feds
®lHealthjagencies

®iedllegislation
> RolecfINCRGE

.advocacy v Nathmat Eonedl
Q' Loy Pl Cmmidilleng

Legal Gambling Revenue ($billions)
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Why A National Issue? 5 P’s

Legal in 48 states.
85% of American adults have
gambled at least once in their lifetimes:
® 65% at |least once in past year;
® 30% at |least once in past month;
®. | 5% at |least once in past week.
2-3% meet criteria for algambling
disorder =
Infaddition|te personallfinancial}
emotional’and physical harim; cost torseciety fiom
sambling-related crime) bankruptey, diverce;
eten:
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Federal Government (Generally, Hopefully
or Frighteningly) Reflects Our Priorities

> of the Federal
budget is dedicated to problemi gambling.

» Not a single person in the entire| Federal
government has problem| gambling in theirjob
responsibility or'descriptiont

» As alresultwhat progiams we have beeniable
to getjane generallyladEhioc, onestimeland use
extremelysscarce discretionary fundss
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National (Conflicting) Perceptions

» 65% believe gambling is morally acceptable

> 70% say legalized gambling encourages people to
gamble more than they can afford.
¢ Gallup (2005), Pew Research Center (2006)

» 327 believe| problem gambling is mostly a
perisenallor moraliweakness, 1375 mostly a
disease, Sil75 both

> 687 thinlkicontrolling compulsiveigamblingiis
mostlyraimanteriofiwillpower:
+ Ipsos-Reid (2008)
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About NCPG

> The national ADVOCATE for programs
and| services to assist problem gamblers and
their: families.

» Founded in 1972.
> NEUMRAL on legalizedigambling:

> National grassroots non-profit with
chapters in) 35 efi50istates, mcluding CA

> Worlkewithigovernment, saminghndustry &
commURity:
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Core Programs

» Helpline Number (800.522.4700) & Network
> Nat'l|Problem  Gambling Awareness Week

> 244 Annuall Conferencel on Problem Gambling
Prevention, lireatment, Research & Recovery.
(June 9=112; Portland) ©R)

> Public Awareness & Media
> @erntificationtAdministration
> ADVOEAECY!
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Comprehensive Problem Gambling
Act of 2009

> Federal health agencies to address
PG and for grants.

» House version introduced! June 2009 as H.R.
2906; referried tol Committee on|Energy &
Eommerice; IHealth'Subcomniittee!

> Senatevernsion expectedito)belintrodiced
March)20110; expected | to be referred to
Health Ediication, llabor & Pensions
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Total Calls 2000-2009: 2 Million
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43 Current House Sponsors

Baldwin, Tammy (D-WI)
Berkley, Shelley (D-NV)
Berman, Howard (D-CA)
Boswell, Leonard (D:1A)
Braley, Bruce|(D:1A)
Carnahan, Russ (D-MO)
Capuano, Michael (D-MA)
Castle, Michael N. (R-DE)
Cleaver, Emanuel (D:MO)
Cohen, Steve (D-TiN)|
Connelly; Gerald(D-VA)
Courtney, Joe (D-Cily)
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Cummings, Elijah (D-MD)
DeGette, Diana (D-CO)
DelLauro, Rosa (D-CT)
Dent, Charlie (R-PA)
Forbes, Randy/(R-VA)
Erank, Barney (D-MA)
Hare, Phil (D-IL)
Hastings, Alcee (D:EL)
Holmes-Norton; Eleanor (D-DC),
Kennedy, Patrick (D-R1)
Latham; hiomi(R=IA)
Maloney, Carolyn (D=NY)
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House Sponsors Continued Sponsor Breakdown

Moran, Jim (D-VA) Schkowsky, Jan (D-IL) >
McDermott, Jim (D-WA) Terry, Lee (R-NE)

McNerney, Jerry (D-CA) Tiitus, Dina (D-NV) >
Murphy, Christopher. (D-CT)) > Tonko, Paul (D-NY)
Napolitano; Grace (D-CA), > Wasserman-Schultz, Debbie
Perriello, Tom (D:VA) (D-FL) > General advocacy resources:
Pitts, Joseph (R-PA) » Welch; Peter. (D-VT) .

Platts) Todd | (R-PA) > Wolfy Eranki(R-VA) WWW.ncpgamblingiors/advocacy
udar L)L (GR) > Eederalllegislative resolinces:
Rush; Bobby (D=IL)

Ryan, Tim)(D-OH) HELDH/EHOTasGEISOV.

Sarbanes;Johni(DMD)
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» Califernia Representatives: only 3/ of 53!
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Section 3: SAMHSA Authorities Section 4: Public Awareness

> Designates Federal lead. > Model after other: successful public health
initiatives.
» Create common) themes, loolk and|feel to

o . . augment existing/state and local community.
» Synergistic benefit from coordinated efforts,

approaches.

> Improve coordination and collaboration
among states.

» Earlysidentification andlintervention ey to
» Proyideitechnicallassistanceland glidanceito reducing harm:

Statest - Appropriation ot pERyearifor
= totalt
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http://www.ncpgambling.org/advocacy
http://thomas.loc.gov/

Section 5: Research Section 6: Treatment

> States unable to fund meaningful research > Only 24 states provide any funding for
independently. problem| gambling treatment.

» Encourages collaboration| between universities > Encourages public/private partnerships to
and| existing: programs: te identify: policies and meet identified needs
services that producelpositiveloutcomes: '

> Slpporitsithelgoal offimproving efficiencysand

effectiveness of problemigambling services: ~AppropHiation of periyear for
= total.

> Intendedito fill gaps injservices:

> Appropriation of: per year: fof;
= totals
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Moving Forward Together National Council on
> To raise public awareness AND increase Problem Gam bllng

understanding/reduce stigmaj;
730 | I Street, NWV, Suite 601
» Tjo)promotelthe most efficient and| effective Washington, DC 20001
Senvices... Tel: 202.547.9204
> W.e MUSIlyjoin together tolensure Eax:1202.547:9206

COonCEnnsare Emailbkeithwi@ncpgamblingiors

incorporatediintolall and . .
decisions. VVELIWWWNCPEAMBIINEIONRs
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» Tlo bring Federal agencies and resources;




